Big Lost River Ground Water District Patrons, - 17 April 2026

This letter is to inform you of the status of our recent petition to join the 2024 Stipulated
Mitigation Plan (“Mitigation Plan”), which thus far has failed.

Over the past year, the board has been working to get patrons covered under the
Mitigation Plan. The Mitigation Plan mandates reductions in groundwater withdrawals
and the purchase of storage water for delivery to Surface Water Coalition (SWC)
members to mitigate our groundwater use. After a couple of unsuccessful attempts to
secure the best possible deal, we resigned ourselves to the inevitability that we would
have to join the Idaho Ground Water Appropriators, Inc. (IGWA) and be bound by all
the terms of the Mitigation Plan, thereby receiving all of its protections.

The Mitigation Plan states that “Ground water districts or other entities representing
groundwater users brought into the area of common ground water supply through the
passage of Senate Bill 1341 (2024) or brought in through expansion of the area of
common ground water supply as allowed by Senate Bill 1341 (2024) may seek to join
this Agreement. Upon the written consent of all parties, which consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld, the parties and the entity joining this Agreement shall execute
an addendum to this Agreement whereby the joining entity consents to be bound by all
terms of this Agreement on the same terms and conditions as the Districts.”

Requirements include reducing groundwater use by 11.4% and purchasing our
proportionate share of storage water for delivery to SWC. The Big Lost proportionate
share of the Storage water purchase is 3,843 ac-ft (for the entire Big Lost downstream
from Mackay Dam).

The IGWA-associated Ground Water Districts signed the addendum to the Mitigation
plan to allow us to join, but the SWC did not. The SWC made several claims for their
refusal to sign, saying that we had waited until the last minute and they had not had
time to evaluate our baseline pumping. Our attorney, T. J. Budge, called this argument
“disingenuous and, in several respects, divorced from the actual record.” SWC was
provided with the baseline data in mid-January 2026 and the full set of data in mid-
March 2026. Rather, the SWC is attempting to use the Big Lost groundwater users as
leverage to extract concessions in other, unrelated matters. Primarily, SWC asked the
Tributary basins (Big Lost and Little Lost) to provide an additional 5,000 ac-ft of storage
water to SWC beyond what the plan requires and stated that they would only agree to
admit the Big Lost (and the Little Lost) if the A&B Irrigation District is excused from
mitigation requirements.

Yesterday, the Director of Water Resources failed to intervene. This morning, calls from
irrigators, calls from politicians, and news articles motivated an IGWA meeting, where
they decided to approach the SWC and request that the SWC join IGWA in petitioning



the Director to Stay the Order curtailing groundwater pumping in the Big Lost until May
4th. This afternoon SWC agreed, and SWC and IGWA plan to submit the petition to the
Director today. We are not authorized to pump groundwater until the curtailment order
is lifted or stayed. At this point, we primarily wait for the outcome of the petition.

We are not sure which politicians made calls in our favor. Lt. Governor Scott Bedke
(208-334-2200) was instrumental in securing the 2024 settlement agreement to begin
with and may have seen this as the unreasonably withheld consent that it is. Please
continue to contact your senator and representative to make sure they keep an eye on
our interests in this matter.

Cold weather this weekend has postponed the need for irrigation, but warmer weather
early next week puts crops at risk if this drags on. We will continue to work on this issue
and will keep you posted.
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